Wisdom and Destiny

wisdom has stayed the hands of men who
else had committed countless acts of folly
or wickedness; for in life most characters
are subordinate, and it is chance alone that
determines whether the track which they
are to follow shall be that of suffering
or peace. The atmosphere around Jean-
Jacques Rousseau was heavy with lamen-
tation and treachery, delirium, deceit, and
cunning; whereas Jean Paul moved in
the midst of loyalty and nobility, the
centre of peace and love. We subdue
that in others which we have learned to
subdue in ourselves. Around the upright
man there is drawn a wide circle of peace,
within which the arrows of evil soon
cease to fall; nor have his fellows the
power to inflict moral suffering upon him.
For indeed if our tears can flow because
of our enemies' malice, it is only because
we ourselves would fain make our enemies

weep.    If the shafts of envy can wound
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